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The Great Divide is an exhibition that offers an exploration of the interaction between people and the environment.The exhibition brings together a group of artists, craft-makers and fIlm​makers whose work is concerned with environmental issues or draws from their experiences of the land. The title of the exhibition was inspired by the Great Divide in the USA - the geographical watershed between East and West in the Rocky Mountains - a metaphor for the 'great divide' which currently exists between many areas of current human experience.

Sixteen artists have been selected, all of whom are making works which are illuminated by their immersion and practice in the environment.The artists strive to communicate different realities, exposing often alarming or surprisingly beautiful aspects of nature, from Alison Hayes, four-wall video projection of swarming midges, to Andy Goldsworthy's reaction to the foot and mouth outbreak near his home, to Thomas Joshua Cooper's landscape pictures which suggest atmospheres of possibility and transformation. The Great Divide will feature work by contemporary craft-makers who are involved in traditional practices and whose work often emphasises the importance of methods and materials that encourage sustainabilityThe pieces on display will range from Andrew Weatherhead's pottery, influenced by the landscape of Dumfries and Galloway, to sections of a Carpenter Oak greenwood barn, and work from The Woodschool, Ancrum.

Running continuously during the exhibition will be a film programme, presenting a rich collection of historical and contemporary films loosely based on themes of Scottish land use and the environment. These include Anne Makepeace's, Edward S. Curtis: Coming to Light, Fredrick Back's, The Man who Planted Trees, and Werner Kissling's, Eriskay.

The diversity of works in The Great Divide promise to make it a challenging and thought ​provoking exhibition, which will invite people to consider various divides: between seen and unseen environmental issues, between good and bad environmental practice, between artistic practices and artists' responses to the environment which we all inhabit, between Art and Science and between urban and rural and so on.

List of Artists

Roger Ackling lives in Norfolk, and teaches at St Martin's School of Art His work consists of 'environmental sculptures', three dimensional pieces of art created from natural materials and processes. His series of sun sculptures are pieces of wood etched with patterns created using a magnifying glass and the sun's rays to burn patterns into the wood. For the exhibition he will present eleven new sculptures made in Shetland.

Nigel Bridges is one of the foremost furniture-makers in Scotland. Based in the Scottish Borders, his work is entirely made by hand, and demonstrates an extraordinary level of skill. For the exhibition he will present a yew dresser and a series of chairs.

Carpenter Oak are based on the shores of Loch Lintrathen, Angus.They create green wood and cured wood barns and buildings, using traditional and sustainable methods and materials. They will exhibit a section of a greenwood barn in the lower gallery, with the design etched out on the fioor illustrating their creative method.

Thomas Joshua Cooper was born in California, and is now Professor of Fine Art Photography at Glasgow School of Art. His highly detailed landscape photographs, entirely shot in black and white, reflect the beauty of the wild, unseen places of this earth. For the exhibition he will present three photographs of trees taken in different parts of the world, including a pine tree photographed in the Great Divide, USA.

Simon Cutts is based in County Tipperary, Ireland. His work combines art and poetry in the form of words or simple phrases made out of neon. For the exhibition he will present three new poems based on nature, which are quotations from Wiliam Carols Williams and John Clare.

Hamish Fulton is based in Canterbury, Kent His work, which was recently the subject of a major retrospective at Tate Britain, takes the form of long walks in locations all over the world, taking photographs and making sculptures along the way For this exhibition, he will present photographs of signs he encountered during walks in the Cairngorms, which relate to issues of land ownership.

Andy Goldsworthy is a well known 'environmental' artist who works in the landscape using natural materials. Based in Dumfries & Galloway, he has created sculptures created from mud, sticks, snow and stones in landscapes all over the world. For this exhibition, he will present new work which is a reflection on the impact of the recent Foot and Mouth outbreak on his local area.

David Grant runs Highland Stoneware in Lochinver. His spectacular stoneware is created using the famous Oriental Celadon glaze, resulting in elegant tableware reminiscent of traditional Oriental designs.

Alexander Hamilton is a digital artist based in the Scottish Borders. In association with a number of universities in Europe, he is carrying out a project titled EuroBioNet which aims to investigate environmental pollution in Edinburgh and other cities. The cities are linked by internet to compare daily pollution levels, and a digital artist in each location will respond to the results of the research. For The Great Divide, Alexander Hamilton's work to date on the project will be presented in the form of an interactive website and video installation.

Alison Hayes is a photographer based in Glasgow. For this exhibition she has proposed three interconnected works which represent a progressive investigation of the swarming patterns found in nature: a series of photographs showing flocks of starlings in flight a three​ dimensional video installation showing swarms of attacking Highland midges; and photographic prints of snow fiurries on the top of Ben Macdhuie.

Werner Kissling was born in Germany, and moved to Scotland as a child. His sensitive photographs of the people and landscape of the West Coast of Scotland were taken from the 1930s onwards, and are a rare evocation of a disappearing way of life.

Esko Mannikko is a photographer based in Finland. His photographic studies of the landscape and landworkers of a remote area of Finland are an unsentimental ret1ection on the isolation and harsh conditions of this way of life. For this exhibition Esko is presenting three panoramic structures of outdoor spaces which will be suspended from the ceiling and surround the viewer.

Ian McKenzie manages the photography archive at the School of Scottish Studies. An active photographer, his work documents land rituals throughout Scotland, including a historical re-enactment of an ancient ritual at St. Ronen's Well, Innerleithen.

Judy Spark is based in Glasgow. Her photographic works illustrate a new process which records electromagnetic impulses in the landscape. For this exhibition she aims to seek out the few remaining areas of Scotland where no mobile phone signal is yet available (known by network operators as communication 'holes'), and chart the electro-magnetic forces in these locations. The readings will be compiled into drawings, which will be superimposed onto photographic prints of the area

Andrew Weatherhead is a potter based in Kirkland, Moniaive. He creates a range of one-off brush painted earthenware int1uenced both by the landscape of Dumfries and Galloway and an ongoing interest in Islamic ceramics and metalwork.

The Woodschool, based in East Lothian, uses Scottish hardwoods to create highly crafted, sophisticated furniture. Its materials and working methods are focused upon the use of sustainable materials and sound ecological practice.

Film Programme

The film programme will run continuously in the lower gallery as part of the exhibition, and will screen an eclectic selection of feature and documentary films relating to Scottish history, ecology and land use. Many Scottish classics will be included, such as Man of Arron, a portrayal of the harshness of life on the Scottish island of Aran in the I 930s. This film was directed by Robert Flaherty, one of the key early documentary film-makers. The power of Flaherty's storytelling, and the beauty of his images, fundamentally int1uenced all

subsequent documentary makers. The central theme of all his films was the celebration of the primeval duel between man and nature.

Also included is Anne Makepeace's Edward S. Curtis: Coming to Light; a film which reconstructs Curtis' visualisations of the end of the Indian civilisation and its many tribes, work which allowed these ancient knowledges to be retained and passed on to their descendants, allowing accurate reconstruction of their rituals and lifestyles.

Ian Sellar's and Christopher Young's first collaboration, Venus Peter, was filmed on Orkney in a small fishing village. Set against the background of an insular community, it portrays a child's magical experiences of life through an imagination that soars beyond physical boundaries.

Also includes Us Boys by Lionell Mill, The Plow that Broke the Plains by Pare Lorentz and Life in Lenin's Larder by Scottish film-maker Brian Ross.
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