The Romantic Spirit in German Art 1790-1990

Exhibition 28 July- 7 September 1994

Admission £3

This monumental exhibition of German art spans 200 years, and traces the development of Romantic themes and ideas from the first flowering of Romanticism to its continuing relevance today. It brings together more than 300 paintings, watercolours and works on paper from collections throughout the world, and promises to be a highlight of the 1994 Edinburgh Festival.

The exhibition opens with the Romantic Movement itself, characterised by its emphasis on emotion and imagination, and on the theme of man and nature. This is illustrated in a major group of paintings by Caspar David Friedrich, in which mountains and moonlit seascapes are peopled by solitary figures.

The Romantic Movement as such declined in the mid-19th century, but its spirit and ideals were later revived by the Symbolists, represented here with evocative landscapes by Hodler and Bocklin. 

A major part of the exhibition is devoted to the dynamic Modern Movement in Germany. Paintings and watercolours by Kandinsky, Klee, Marc and Nolde are distinguished by their vibrant colour and often by a return to primitive sources.

The towering figure in German art of the post-war era was Joseph Beuys, who gave new impetus to Romantic ideas after their debasement by Nazi ideologists. The exhibition also includes major installations and paintings by contemporary artists such as Baselitz, Polke and Richter.

The exhibition has been jointly organised by the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh, and the Hayward Gallery, London, in association with the Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh, and with the assistance of the Nationalgalerie, Berlin.

Following its Edinburgh showing, the exhibition will transfer to the Hayward Gallery, London (29 September 1994- 8 January 1995), where it will be part of the South Bank Centre’s Festival of German Arts, Deutsche Romantik.
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