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1 The Exhibition


Exhibition Visitor Attendance (including events) 37,443
This, Roman Signer’s first exhibition in Scotland, presented new work made since 2000 in the context of Installation (2006), a reworking of classic film works from as far back as 1975. Selected by the artist for The Fruitmarket Gallery, the exhibition provided both a snapshot of his current preoccupations and an insight into the themes and ideas that have inspired him throughout his long career.

The works in the exhibition consisted of curious combinations of objects, forces and effects. Inflatable armbands attached to snow skis; an umbrella blasted through a briefcase; suspended from the ceiling, a bottle of whisky rotating over a fan. All of Signer’s sculptures and films are art works, but they are also radical experiments. Signer makes them in order to see what will happen when objects are used against our expectations of them.

Signer’s works challenge our ideas about familiar objects and how we experience them in time. Fireworks, gunpowder, wind, fans and gravity are harnessed as animating forces, making possible his strange assemblages.

The film Office Chair (Bürostuhl) (2006) shows Signer sitting in a swivel chair spun round by two fireworks he hold in his hands, releasing the chair from its desk-bound mundanity and turning it into a revolutionary fun ride. To make Easter Bunny with Rocket (Osterhase mit Rakete) (2006) the artist shot a chocolate rabbit with a firework through a small cannon at close range. The result, a damaged representation of a rabbit, elicits more sympathy than its accepted fate as an edible confection. The works are paradoxes: serious and humorous; technically difficult but visually simple, even elegant; absurd in their conception but supremely logical in their execution.

‘Like many people, I have ideas all the time, in bed or in the bath. It is the way the ideas are realised that is the important thing. Sometimes I write them down or make a sketch. Unfortunately, I forget a lot as well. And there just isn’t time to try everything’.

Roman Signer

Exhibiton curated by

Fiona Bradley

Exhibition supported by
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2 Marketing

2.1 Materials designed in-house
Materials designed in –house by The Fruitmarket Gallery; in-house printing where noted

Gallery bulletin 

A6, 16-page brochure, colour, print run 35,000
Exhibition preview card
A5, 4-page invitation card, colour print  run 2,000
Exhibition poster

A2, 1 page, colour, print run 800
Exhibition guide
A5, 4-page, black and white, print run 5,000 in-house (also available in large print and on floppy disk or cassette)
Interpretation DVD
15-minute DVD featuring an interview with Roman Signer talking about his work. (Available for retail in the bookshop priced at £15.00)

Café menu table talkers
1 page of 4-page menu 

Exhibition labels 

Alongside works

Press and media packs
Available to pick up in-house, consisting of press release, list of works and reading materials

Press releases 
Issued by e-mail and post to relevant newspapers and magazines etc.

Advertising


All adverts for press and outdoor advertising

2.2 Exhibition materials for sale




Exhibition DVD

Retail price 



£15.00






Exhibition poster 

Retail price 



£2.00













Exhibition Catalogue 

Full Colour, landscape paperback. 88pp.

Retail Price



£8.95




2.3 Marketing and promotional materials 

e-Direct Mail

· Media releases emailed to 1,200 local, national and international media contacts

· Email notifications of Exhibition Events Programmes to 1,044 contacts who have opted in to our emailing list

· Exhibition information in e-newsletters by organisations including Youthlink Scotland, Edinburgh College of Art, Glasgow School of Art, Edinburgh University

Targeted distribution

· Posters and bulletins directly mailed to 335 peer galleries/cultural venues in UK as part of the Gallery’s promotional print exchange agreements

· Gallery bulletin and exhibition poster distributed in Edinburgh and Glasgow venues

Preview/Launch activity

· Exhibition press visits 

Attending press: 9

· Exhibition Preview 1 November 2007

Attendance: 535
Comprising Gallery mailing list and targeted interest groups, exhibition partners and supporters and Gallery stakeholders
2.4 Exhibition advertising

Print Display UK/International

• MAP Magazine, Autumn 2007

½ page (circ. 5k)
• Frieze June, July, August 108, 

½ page ad (circ. 23k, readership 75k) 
• Art Monthly


August 2007 (circ. 4K, subsc. 2k)

• Artforum 


Listing

3 Education 

3.1 Exhibition events and Interpretation

806 participants took part in The Fruitmarket Gallery education programme during the Roman Signer exhibition.

Jeremy Millar,  ‘Wanderweg’ 

Arttendance: 30
Wednesday 21 November 2007, 6.30pm, Free.

In March 2005, Jeremy Millar walked with Roman Signer from Appenzell to St Gallen, retracing the route of the Swiss artist's earlier work Action with a Fuse (1989). Millar, artist and AHRC Research Fellow in the Creative and Performing Arts, University of Oxford, talked about this journey, and his work with Signer over the past decade.

Rachel Withers, ‘Roman Signer's Time Sculptures’

Attendance: 25

Wednesday12 December 2007, 6.30pm. Free
Rachel Withers, art critic and lecturer at Wimbledon College of Art, discussed Roman Signer's work in relation to questions of time.

This lecture was accompanied by a BSL interpreter.

Richard Clay: Sign(er’s) Transformations 

Attendance: 30
Wednesday 23 January 2008, 6.30pm. Free

Richard Clay, lecturer in the History of Art at the University of Birmingham, explored how Roman Signer’s blurring of boundaries between making and breaking relates to historical understandings of iconoclasm.

Seminar: Experiments and Experience: Getting inside the work of Roman Signer and Monika Sosnowska

Attendance: 51
Tuesday 6 November 2007, 2—7pm

£5 (£3 concessions). Free to students (with proof of status)

Seminar Venue: Talbot Rice Gallery, University of Edinburgh

Evening Reception: The Fruitmarket Gallery

Organised in collaboration with Talbot Rice Gallery, whose Monika Sosnowska exhibition ran from 27 October to 8 December 2007, this seminar brought together a range of critical perspectives on the experiential and experimental qualities of the two galleries’ current exhibitions. Speakers included Isla Leaver-Yap (curator at Baltic in Newcastle) and University of Edinburgh lecturers Richard Coyne (Architecture), Angela Dimitrakaki (History of Art) and Tamara Trodd (History of Art). Chair: Moira Jeffrey (arts writer and journalist).

Tour: Ways of Seeing Gallery Tour

Attendance: 14
Thursday 17 January 2008, 11.30am–1.30pm. Free

Freelance Educator, Mary Keegan led a tour of the Roman Signer exhibition for over 60s 

12 Gallery Information Assistants were present during the Roman Signer exhibition to invigilate, provide free tours and to answer questions about the themes explored in the work.

Brian Ross produced a short exhibition film for the Roman Signer exhibition featuring an interview with the artist that was shown in the reading room.

3.2 Opt in for Art
The Fruitmarket Gallery organised free art workshops to coincide with the Roman Signer exhibition over a fortnight in January 2008. Ten local schools visited the Gallery and undertook a two and a half hour artist led workshop in the space responding to the artworks.

 

The pupils approached Roman Signer’s films and sculptural experiments through the scientific investigation of energy creation and transfer, allowing pupils the opportunity to develop their understanding of actions and reactions in terms of art and science.

The pupils then worked with artists Dave Sherry (sculpture) and Jenna Watt (performance) on creative activities which made links across the curriculum and contributed towards the four underlying aims of the new Curriculum for Excellence while expanding the pupils understanding of creative energy.

64 classes from 40 schools throughout the Lothians applied for the ten available places.  Places were allocated to the schools with the highest allocation of free school meals – a third of the schools came from the 10% most in need in Edinburgh.  In total 222 school pupils from ten P5 – P7 classes attended over the fortnight. 

In addition, artist Dave Sherry has worked with 19 pupils from Royal Mile Primary School over eight mornings back in the classroom from January ​- March 08, developing video work.  A short film, provisionally entitled “Air show” is currently being shot and edited by the class.  

School feedback

10 schools visited – 7 responded by sending in evaluation.

Please rate the workshop as an overall experience 
(where 1 = poor, 5 = average, 7 = good and 10= great)

8/10 or higher
100% of responses

10/10

50% of responses

What do you think pupils gained from the project?

· A chance for the class to experience art that is quite different and thought provoking

· A chance for pupils to experience art and to use it as a stimulus for further classroom activities

· The pupils got a better understanding of art in its different forms.  There is a big focus on science in primary schools at the moment so this was a fantastic project

· They really enjoyed the experience as well as engaging with the artwork

· It allowed them to ask lots of questions, thinking outside of the box – due to the type of area we come from, it was a great experience for the children, as they don’t often get to visit galleries

· It helped towards developing teamwork skills
Any direct evidence of what the pupils thought?

· From discussions about the trip, it was clear that the pupils enjoyed being exposed to different art forms and enjoyed taking part in different activities

· Yes, extended discussions with the whole class indicated that their thinking about art had been challenged 

What do you think went well during the workshop?

· The activities went very well, the people that worked with the children provided good explanations and were interesting to listen to

· Time taken to explain the artist and his work

· The Drama activities were excellent. The children were very engaged, the short activities throughout the morning kept the children interested

· Everything went well, it was obviously well planned and thought out

· The tour around the exhibition was well paced and pitched at the right level, any reservations I might have had about the suitability of the exhibition disappeared. I thought that the children worked very well within the Gallery when they were focusing on specific exhibits

· I thought it all went well - the workshop group tasks were pretty challenging, resources were excellent
The delivery of the workshop was

Excellent  
86%

Good 

14%

The exhibition was

Excellent 
72%

Good

28%

The arts activities during the workshop were

Excellent 
58%

Good

42%

The organisation of the workshop was

Excellent 
100%

Have or will you carry out follow up work in the classroom, if so what?

· Yes, designing other experiments involving force

· Class discussions, workshops with Dave Sherry, I visited the London Signer exhibition recently, shared photographs with the class

· We used balloons in Drama the next week as a follow up activity
How has the workshop helped in the delivery of the curriculum?

· It has enthused the children who are now prepped for more science and art classes

· It was a great opportunity for the children to visit an art exhibition, which is something they are not fortunate enough to do often
Anything else you would like us to note?

· Thank you very much, it was an excellent visit, I would be keen for the school to visit again in the future

· This has been a great experience and the children are getting a huge amount out of working with Dave Sherry, I hope this is the first of many visits.
4. Statistics


4.1 www.fruitmarket.co.uk statistics

	Month
	Hits
	Visits
	

Average visits per day
	% of visitors accessing website directly

	November 2007
	139,056
	6,767
	225
	17%

	December 2007
	141,754
	5,915
	190
	16%

	January 2008 
	178,955
	7,667
	247
	30%


4.2 Bookshop statistics

	Bookshop Figures - Roman Signer
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Attendance
	37,443
	
	
	

	Total Bookshop Takings
	£43,728.60
	
	
	

	Total Bookshop Transactions
	3045
	
	
	

	Avg Transaction
	£14.36
	
	
	

	Avg Spend per Visitor
	£1.17
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Week
	Attendance
	Bookshop Sales
	Transactions
	Catalogue Sales

	1-4 November 2007
	2634
	£2,209.28
	164
	35

	5-11 November 2007
	3311
	£3,761.02
	227
	14

	12-18 November 2007
	3252
	£4,104.60
	245
	7

	19-25 November 2007
	3140
	£3,919.50
	261
	7

	26 Nov - 2 December 2007
	3818
	£4,816.68
	280
	9

	3-9 December 2007
	3254
	£4,344.63
	301
	5

	10-16 December 2007 2007
	3873
	£6,248.85
	408
	7

	17-23 December 2007
	3565
	£6,615.58
	416
	5

	3-6 January 2008
 (4 day week)
	1922
	£1,339.88
	143
	5

	7-13 January 2008
	2624
	£1,679.07
	188
	9

	14-20 January 2008
	2926
	£1,996.22
	207
	6

	21-27 January 2008
	3124
	£2,693.29
	205
	12

	Total
	37,443
	£43,728.60
	3045
	121

	
	
	
	
	

	Sales in Exhibition Period
	Roman Signer
	 
	Volume
	Value

	
	Catalogue
	Sales
	121
	£1,082.95

	
	 
	Invoice Sales
	100
	£358.00

	
	 
	Catalogue Total
	221
	£1,440.95

	
	Poster
	Sales
	6
	£12.00

	
	 
	Poster Total
	6
	£12.00

	
	Postcards
	Postcards 
	144
	£86.40

	
	 
	Postcards (offer)
	144
	£72.00

	
	 
	Postcards Total
	288
	£158.40

	
	DVD
	Sales
	5
	£75.00

	
	 
	 
	5
	£75.00

	
	 
	GRAND TOTAL
	520
	£1,686.35



4.3 Visitor survey statistics

During the Roman Signer exhibition Gallery information Assistants asked visitors to complete 115 visitor surveys, below are the results:


[image: image2.wmf]NYOY

\ QO |UI6GLUGS

C9lIs\ oA rief
809
QI||6LA MEP2If6 S\oY

- pg221ud pA

NYO\
QI||6LA ENGUL2 CI|6UJEL

8O0
CY|I6\A Br||6fIU

JoV9
QI||6LA CYILE INSUN

J1Co¥
MOLQ OL INON(Y

1509
QI||6LA bO2[6EL
000

em2babel\|NgAISIUG
/ \\ | 00

\oV¥ QJ||6\A\ E UOLICE
bLEAION2 Al2If

HOM DIg AOMN HEIL YPOonNf fUYe CcNLLeUf EXPIPILIOUS

So\9
110 Le2bouae






[image: image3.wmf]3709
3\ [1UG62 9 A6l

T00¢
EAGLA EXMIPILIOU

Yo\
ree2 oysu

2o\
OUCE 9 AGYIL

3009
O+ 9 A69L

SSoe
FIL2E Al2IS

000
110 K62boueae

HOM QOLI6U DO AO0N Al2If (U6 ELNIFWIILKEL CI|I6LAS





[image: image4.wmf]9309
MUILE

OoV¥

BI9CK Oo\®
40 OfU6L
valgu
309

10 Le2bouze

EfpUICc OoLIdIU





[image: image5.wmf]S2o\¥
d2-3V

J 20V
32-VYY

INYO

Ne2-2v¥ NANOY

J 0-3X

0o\
22-eY

eR-A¢ Q00
I8 IUQg NL

\D J o9
10 K&2bolJz6

vae





[image: image6.wmf]2009
NEIE

2009
F6IUY|6

009
110 Le2bouae

G6U(6GL






5 Visitor Comments

‘We think The Fruitmarket Gallery gives a great insight into the works of the featured artists, while providing an excellent exhibition space. We particularly have found the staff to be extremely polite and helpful. We love the café, although it can be a bit pricey’

‘I thoroughly enjoyed the current show. The only thing I wondered was what the sand installation looked like in action’

‘Really enjoyed this dynamic and lively show. Good to see the space so well-used with keen sense of involvement all round’

‘Bench for film clips please, as screens are low down and there’s lots to see.’

‘Well spread out and easy to really sit down and see what you want to see. Books and video were all amazing. Nice to have 2 nice people to explain things.’

‘Wonderful ideas’

‘Interesting’

‘I found it a bit weird’

‘Exhibition was hilarious’

‘Really good exhibition, found the video with police tape very poetic’

‘This work is totally random and funny, loved the films, great first visit’

‘I loved this exhibition’

 I was intrigued by the noises from the café, so came upstairs to investigate - very imaginative! I’m a traditional painter and find work like this difficult, but I did enjoy the fun side of it’

‘Interesting and engaging exhibition, enjoyed the more recent films and the work with the red flags. Have enjoyed the programme of exhibitions recently.’

‘Looks great, lots of fun’

‘The Fruitmarket Gallery’s exhibitions are always fantastic, always leave feeling inspired’

‘Fantastically bonkers’

‘Roman Signer’s exhibition is a delight, so original and yet approachable’

‘As a visitor from South Wales I liked the space and think it suits an exhibition such as Roman Signer’s’

‘Something different’

‘Entertaining exhibition, I like the playfulness of the work - the rolling barrel is fascinating’

‘We thoroughly enjoyed this exhibition, will bring the grandchildren to see it”

‘This exhibition proves that one can be fascinated by small things”

‘Always a pleasure to visit, gallery staff helpful and polite, I’ll be back”

‘Staff on-hand very helpful, too little information, thank you for giving me a chance to express my view’

‘Wonderful, though-provoking art’

‘Upstairs was a little overcrowded’

“Art meets physics’

‘Very informative and friendly gallery assistants! Great exhibition – a bit crazy!

‘It’s fabulous!!’

‘It’s all a bit sad, very violent, very strong and impressive work. Nicely exhibited.

‘Great! Very amusing and quirky.’

‘It’s pretty cool, eh?’

‘Interesting.’

‘Do people actually buy this work? Very different.’

‘Interesting and amusing. Deeper thoughts captured simply.’

 ‘Always interesting but I would like to see more of that stuff people have been using for 4000 years – PAINT.’

‘What’s the electricity bill? Smart, made us smile.’

‘I was advised to see this exhibition by a friend and am pleased that I did.’

‘The sound of the barrel was quite annoying in the café, but when I came upstairs for a look I was quite amused.’

‘Quite an inventor. Playful and funny.’

‘A great show – particularly the sculpture s upstairs. I love to come to the Fruitmarket whenever I visit Edinburgh.’

‘Well I think the gallery is terrific – one of my favourite places in Edinburgh. It’s just a perfect spot to hang out. I’m baffled by the exhibition but it is quirky enough to be interesting. Particularly I like the way the oak floor is cut in around the column by the 1st floor glass block window – why? Cos’ I did it. Now that’s art.’ 

‘Mechanics of the momentum and movement of objects are quite mesmerising. Art and engineering almost compatible in concept and appearance. Most stimulating to view and worth seeing again.’

‘Very wasteful exhibition in a time when we are told to save energy. Although I can imagine a group of 8-9 yr olds having a great time here.’

‘One of the highlights of recent exhibitions I have visited, well installed and delivered in the gallery space. I shall return. Thanks.’

‘I was amazed to find such innovative installation work in a commercial gallery setting and the bookshop is exceptionally good. Thank you.’ 

‘The exhibition made me smile. The space is well lit – the exhibits upstairs could do with a bit more space around them. Less is more? Thanks.’

‘We really enjoyed this exhibition, especially the ‘live’ sculptures – rolling barrel and round room.’ 

‘Fresh and surprising. Inner child allowed to play.’ 

‘Not sure what it means. But the chocolate bunny and suitcase made us smile.’

‘Art meets physics!’

‘Confusing but interesting, would be nice to see more of the same in the future. Always a pleasure to visit though.’

‘The video was illuminating – I would not have understood any of it without that! Not my favourite exhibition here this year, but interesting, I’ve seen nothing else quite like it. P.S. Please don’t put things that bang over the café!!’

‘We loved this explosive approach – which in a way created calm and peace. Wonderfully amusing and admiration for well executed works – lot of physics needed for it all – great science/art – yeah!!’

‘Fantastic exhibition and interesting DVD. Art meets Jackass! Thanks.’

‘It’s abstract and would never have thought of the ideas as art. Very good.’

‘Loved the work, particularly enjoy accessible art and artists who have a sense of humour about their work. Thought provoking associations. Thanks.’ 

This exhibition is engaging – funny and serious about making one think and look and connect with other things outside of the gallery space.  Staff and information giving excellent - easy to get involved!’ 

‘Well laid out and presented. Artist – less interesting, felt a lot of this had been done before and that the work could be more developed.’

“I was unaware of Roman Signer until today. I found his art intriguing and use of pyrotechnics bizarre from the sense of his own safety. I especially liked the video with explanation and the reference books to read upstairs. They helped a lot with the context. He certainly has imagination.’

‘As usual The Fruitmarket Gallery has given Scotland another thought provoking exhibition. The Signer work does what all good art should do and points to something much wider than itself. The exhibits are well presented in the space though I wonder if some of the ‘kinetic’ sculptures couldn’t have been moved downstairs to peak our interest.’

‘Different!!!’

‘I appreciate a very clean and spotless environment for the exhibition of artworks – it means that the art is the main or even the only feature in the room. The Fruitmarket Gallery always delivers this. I like it. I also like the videos with the artists it’s so much better than a blurb on the wall next to the exhibits, it is very accessible.’

‘I enjoy the movements in the exhibition which makes me feel, this art is playful, and not interested in finding answers but it flows, swings, flies and dances.’

‘Great show, pleased to see serious international contemporary art in Edinburgh.’

‘Brilliant. It is hilarious.’

‘Brilliant, I love it.’

‘Wonderful to find a gallery that so well compliments and contrasts with other Edinburgh galleries, always surprising, always enlightening and often as raw, amusing, the use of space and clean lines in the exhibition area allows an uncluttered vision of the exhibits.’

‘Very nice, comfortable clean open space.’

‘This is a very interesting exhibition.’

‘I wish I had seen the pipe go off at noon! I wish I could come back.’

‘The exhibition is the best the gallery has had in a long time. Very refreshing – The man is a genius, it works on so many different levels.’

‘The exhibition space is wonderful. The exhibition itself is intriguing and amusing, and challenging. A privilege to view it, thank you.’

‘Brilliant, very impressed.’

‘Very interesting! Causes a ‘perpetuum mobile’ of thinking…’

‘Always enjoy my visits. Art displayed tends to be at the forefront of development though some can be a little obscure. At times more info is needed about what the artist is aiming for. Present exhibition is very involving, enjoyed his sense of humour.’

‘We loved that there was a lot of space. It is very clean and organised, allowed us to examine each artwork in depth. Enjoyed the film about Signer, especially since we didn’t know much about Signer and his philosophy.’

‘I really didn’t know what the exhibition was. But the staff explained it to me and I feel like a great artist.’

‘My father has a tractor, it is better than this art, but I like this exhibition nonetheless.’

‘Please recycle the plastic bag to make up for all the energy wasted in the exhibition! Great gallery space and exhibition but not very environmentally friendly’
‘Very different from other art galleries - very relaxed very informal which is great. Nice to feel welcomed into the space
6. Exhibition Press and Media Coverage

Coverage

Art World, Preview and images

The Guardian, Preview in The Guide and images

The Independent on Sunday, Review and images

The Independent, Review and images

The Scotsman, Interview, Review, images and diary piece

The Herald, Artist profile, Recommended, Review and images
The Skinny, Preview, Review and images
The List, Interview, Preview, Review and images

Scotland on Sunday, Review and images

Metro, Review and images
Edinburgh Evening News, Preview and Images

Sample Press Quotes

The Herald Sarah Urwin Jones
‘Nothing is as it seems in a Roman Signer Exhibition. The Internationally acclaimed Swiss artist is making his debut in Scotland with a display of work that delights in putting familiar objects in unfamiliar situations’

The List Rosie Lesso

‘Since the 1970’s Swiss artist Roman Signer has been making kinetic art, enlivening both himself and found objects with elemental forces such as wind, fire, water or explosives. At first glance, Signer’s clowning around seems to lack substance, perhaps due to its playful immediacy and instant accessibility, but give it time; there is more to it than meets the eye.’

The Guardian Robert Clark
‘Roman Signer is as serious an artist as overgrown kid. In the spirit of Dadaist irreverence, he has established himself as the impish joker in the international art world pack. One would be hard-pressed to define just what exactly his “action sculptures” are “about”. Signer goes in for wayward forms and enactments that tend towards the culturally disruptive or plain daft’

The Independent Charles Darwent
‘Whoosh! Pop! Look what’s happened… It’s terribly funny and terribly sad - the artist as Chaplin and the artist as martyr, his own precarious pinwheel. All you can do is look on helpless; which is, all you can ever do.’
Scotland on Sunday Iain Gale
‘Roman Signer is one of the most interesting artists at work in Switzerland today. I don’t often open a review by damning with such faint praise, but this time I really can’t think of anything more positive to say about a show whose main virtue is to make us think long and hard about what we expect from contemporary art and by what criteria we judge it.’

Appendix 1: Press Cuttings







