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For over two decades Peter Kennard (b.1949, London) has created photomontages which at once question, criticise and oblige us to think about the plethora of images with which we are constantly assailed. As he explains, “my photomontages attempt to rip apart the smooth, apparently seamless surface of official deceit to expose conflict underneath.”

Choosing the armaments industry and world poverty as his central themes (the contrasting priorities reflected in the expenditure policies of governments) he has developed a universal language which is extremely apt for our times as speculation heightens as to the consequences of recent world events. By selecting and juxtaposing parts of photographs he presents visual equations showing opposing choices and decisions which confront us. By varying size, scale and context a grain of corn and a missile can correspond; a tank can change into a tractor; a foetus grows in the womb of the globe; cruise missiles become chips on a gambling table. By participating and intervening in conventional depictions he throws their power into turmoil; weakens their grip and renders them intolerable. “The point of my work is to use these easily recognisable iconic images, but to render them unacceptable”.

His art is one of debate, activity and pressure, an art of interference and symbolic struggle. The critic and author John Berger has written, “Kennard is involved- and this is why he has chosen the medium of photomontage- in making the invisible visible. Or in disclosing what is being both deliberately and unconsciously hidden. Such disclosures look indecent and are noble.  They are noble, among other reasons, because they invoke the future.”

Kennard studied at the Slade School and the Royal College of Art in London. His work is known internationally through gallery exhibitions and, to a broader audience, via the extensive use of his images by various campaigning groups. The exhibition is an augmented version of a show organised by the Imperial War Museum, London. 

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]45 Market Street P +44 (0)131 225 2383 info@fruitmarket.co.uk
Edinburgh, EH1 1DF, Scotland  F +44 (0)131 220 3130  www.fruitmarket.co.uk




All rights reserved.

No part of this document may be used or reproduced in any manner without written permission from the publisher, except in the context of reviews.

© The Fruitmarket Gallery and author.

The Fruitmarket Gallery takes no responsibility for information which is out of date or inaccurate.

