Marie-Jo Lafontaine

Exhibition 1 April- 18 May 1989

Admission Free

Marie-Jo Lafontaine  (b.1950, Antwerp) is best known for her technically refined and psychologically perceptive video installations. She also continues to make work in other media: photography, painting and sculpture, in which she originally established her international reputation. At present living and working in Brussels, she has been exhibiting in Europe and America since 1982. This is the first time her work has been shown in Scotland.

During the construction of a major video installation Lafontaine employs the artist’s traditional studio based skills relating these to the construction and siting of each installation as sculpture on a monumental scale. In addition she is a highly talented director, combining the skills of photographers, actors, technicians and musicians to achieve the production of finished video works. She uses computers to counterpoint and incorporate visual and musical rhythms into the final piece. The orchestration of large-scale projects such as these has given a new dimension and a broader frame of reference to visual art.

Lafontaine’s subject matter and content has been constant since her first video installations in 1979. the focus is the contest of power between men and women, between beauty and violence, mental and physical strength. The tensions fuel both negative and positive elements of the social landscape and the arena of human desire. To this highly charged content Lafontaine gives a classical structure. Traditional and contemporary rituals are examined and interpreted. The most recent works explore the desire for physical perfection: bodybuilding, the ideal woman, the perfect tango. Two major video installations will tour Britain: Tears of Steel (1987) and Victoria (1988).

The exhibition is completed by a new piece which is receiving its world premiere in Edinburgh. Savoir, Retiner er Fixer ce qui est Sublime(To Know, To Retain and To Fix that which is Sublime) is an installation which combines photographic and architectural elements. It explores the ideal of the female: challenging racially stereotyped notions of beauty. It focuses on the moment of self-realisation for seventeen different women.

The exhibition is organised in collaboration with The Whitechapel Art Gallery, London. It will be on show there from 7 July to 3 September 1989.

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]45 Market Street P +44 (0)131 225 2383 info@fruitmarket.co.uk
Edinburgh, EH1 1DF, Scotland  F +44 (0)131 220 3130  www.fruitmarket.co.uk




All rights reserved.

No part of this document may be used or reproduced in any manner without written permission from the publisher, except in the context of reviews.

© The Fruitmarket Gallery and author.

The Fruitmarket Gallery takes no responsibility for information which is out of date or inaccurate.

