Krzysztof Wodiczko: Projections

Exhibition 15-24 August 1988

Admission Free

Krzysztof Wodiczko’s projections of images on to public buildings expose the nature of that architecture and examine its full meaning. He takes the solid urban landmarks of our time- war memorials, commemorative statues and cathedrals, museums, banks and government buildings. He probes the face they seek to present to the world by superimposing imagery which makes ironic and visually dramatic revelations about the meaning and symbolism of such familiar edifices.

Born in Poland and now based in Canada and the USA, Wodiczko has gained an international reputation with presentations of his work in Poland, Canada, USA, Australia, Switzerland, France, Italy, West Germany, Austria, Brazil, Portugal, London and Derry. After a recent trip to Britain involving a preliminary visit to Edinburgh, Wodiczko is back in town to wield projectors on Calton Hill.

In the past, Wodiczko’s themes have ranged through monetarism and homelessness, militarism and tourism. A current area of concern is ‘urban discrepancy’- the drastic contrasts in environments and possibly lifestyles within contemporary cities. City centres are the manicured showpiece areas, celebrating wealth and power; commemorating past achievements (military, industrial, commercial, cultural) and promoting nostalgia for a romanticised past. They promise civilized futures, without acknowledging grim realities and areas of deprivation, depression, desolation and decay within the metropolis. ]

Calton Hill, with its commanding position overlooking the city of Edinburgh and its peculiar architectural combination featuring Nelson’s Tower, the New and Old Observatories and the National Monument, offers an intriguing and unique challenge to Wodiczko who, over a period of 10 days, will publicly explore the meanings within these particular architectural, geographical and social circumstances.

Wodiczko’s work is always site-specific. What he creates for Calton Hill and Parliament Square will be pertinent to the location and to the circumstances of Edinburgh in 1988. Come along and see for yourself.
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