Komar and Melamid

Exhibition 10 August – 21 September 1985

Admission Free

Vitaly  Komar and Alexander Melamid have become well-known in America in recent years for their ironic and amusing parodies of “Socialist Realist” painting, depicting for example Ronald Reagan as a Centaur, or Stalin, in whose shadow the artists grew up in Moscow. Komar and Melamid have worked together as a team for many years. They were involved in the famous open-air exhibitions at Belijaveo and Izmailovsky Park in 1974, which were bull-dozed by the Russian authorities. Later they left the Soviet Union, firstly for Israel and then for New York where they now live.

This, their first major exhibition in Europe, will bring togther the mock-heroic paintings which deflate the pomposities of super-power politics since the Yalta conference, and more recent paintings which consist of small panels strung together in a long frieze done in a compendium of artistic styles and depicting subjects, historical, autobiographical and erotic.

A videotape made by the artists with Peter Wollen for the new Pallidum club in New York will also be shown during the exhibition.  
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