James Hugonin:  Paintings 1983 – 1993

Exhibition 25 September – 30 October 1993

Admission Free

Born in County Durham in 1950, James Hugonin trained in Fine Art at Winchester and West Surrey Colleges of Art, completing a post-graduate year at Chelsea College of Art.  He returned to the North in the mid 1970s and spent several years dividing his time between painting and part-time teaching at Teesside College of Art and later Teesside Polytechnic.  In 1986 he moved from Newcastle to a house and studio in High Humbleton, a small rural hamlet tucked away in the Cheviot Hills.  Hugonin describes his need to return to this area in terms of ‘the particular quality of light in this part of Northumberland’ and his wish to capture in his paintings the way light shifts and moves across the landscape.  

He has evolved an elaborate and painstaking technique to hold light and a sense of movement on a two-dimensional surface.  Working from a scored grid, he uses his own hand-span as a gauge to guide the pattern of tiny marks in complementary muted colours.  These are built up to create oscillating, shimmering images, which are further energised by natural light.
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