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Jack Goldstein’s pictures generally register events which are beyond our influence and control.  Their dazzling display of natural and man-made light is both seductive and disturbing. Images of volcanic eruptions, pyrotechnics, conflagrations, electrical storms and in more recent works energy sources from distant areas of the universe engage us with their aura of power and spectacle, beguiling us with a false sense of invulnerability. This effect is enhanced by the impersonal perfection of the pictures which effaces the artist’s involvement in their creation.

The idea of art as the reflection of a unique personal vision which began with the Romantic Movement in the late eighteenth century and gained widespread acceptance in our own century has in recent years been regarded as untenable. In our advanced consumer society the possibility of authentic individuality is denied as a result of the development and expansion of media and information technologies. These standardise and repackage our experience and comprehension of reality. Goldstein, by adopting the mechanisms of consumer culture- dazzling display, impersonal presentation, minimilisation of values and by applying these to sublime images of nature, reveals the artificiality of mediated experience and further perhaps suggests our inability to overcome its all-embracing presence.

This exhibition is the first time Goldstein’s work has been seen in depth in Britain.
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