Edinburgh International Festival Exhibition 1993

Gerald Laing A Retrospective 1963 – 1993

Exhibition14 August – 18 September 1993

Free Admission

The Fruitmarket Gallery re-opened with a retrospective exhibition by the Inverness-based artist Gerald Laing.

Trained at St Martin’s School of Art in the early sixties, Laing went on to be active on the New York pop art scene, moving in the same circles as Andy Warhol and Robert Indiana.  At this time he produced a series of paintings and screen-prints of racing drivers, parachutists and film stars of the period, including Brigitte Bardot and Anna Karina.

On his return to Britain in 1969 he directed a complete restoration of the medieval Kinkell Castle on the Black Isle, north of Inverness, setting up his own bronze foundry there and a tapestry workshop nearby.

After a period when he created abstract sculpture for the landscape, his work moved towards traditional figuration and portrait bronzes, the most recent of which is of Luciano Pavarotti.

Laing has undertaken a series of major public art commissions in Edinburgh, notably the frieze of The Wise and Foolish Virgins for Standard Life Assurance Company’s headquarters at 3 George Street in 1979 and Axis Mundi for their new Tanfield building in 1991.

The exhibition is sponsored by Standard Life Assurance Company.

The opening is sponsored by Haagen-Dazs Fresh Cream Ice Cream.
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