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The participating artists of this exhibition come from a wide variety of cultures spanning Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and the Middle East. Now living and working in Britain, all of them draw a common inspiration from the reconciliation of the two worlds to which they belong. Their family or community background is combined in experience and memory with they everyday reality of life in contemporary Britain. Although some of the artists are self-taught, most have emerged from an art college education and implement a wide range of approaches, techniques and media. Traditions of European art practice have been absorbed and mingled with the artists’ own ethnic backgrounds to produce complex, composite images in response to the contradictions of their lived experiences. It is a striking aspect of the exhibition that so many of the artists are engaged in confronting issues of cultural and personal identity.  The aim of the exhibition is to increase the awareness of the contribution that these hybrid artists are making to global culture as it is manifest in this country, a contribution which until now has been more widely acknowledged in the fields of music and literature. 

The paintings included range from the vibrant, symbolic and colourful work of Saleem Arif, Denzil Forrester and Shafique Uddin to the satirical and ironic paintings of Tam Joseph and Sonia Boyce. Painting is combined with other media in the more analytical and personal references in the installations by Rasheed Araeen and Lubaina Himid. Gavin Jantjes and Houria Niati both attempt to approach the historical issues of the slave trade. In Houria Niati’s case this is achieved by reworking Delacrix’s painting women of Algiers in the light of women’s emancipation and Algeria’s independence from colonial rule. 

The mixed-media installation by Keith Piper, The Spirit will not Descend without Song involved painting, sculpture, written notes, sound and music. Zarina Bhimji’s work also uses various media, with photographic material reworked, stained and coloured and fixed in glass or muslin in carefully arranged sequences. Tape/slide and video have been employed by the Black Audio Film Collective principally to examine colonial and imperial imagery in their productions Signs of Empire and Image of Nationality. 

Four sculptors are included, using both traditional materials such as bronze and plaster along with materials such as fleeces, hay and seeds in the work of Franklyn Beckford, or the metal constructions of Sokari Douglas-Camp.  The work of Veronica Ryan or Zadok Ben-David oscillates between the figurative and the abstract or symbolic use of shapes and forms. Strongly contrasted colours and pigments and sensuous concentration on surface and volume are a feature in all the work exhibited.

Most of the artists featured are currently living and working in the London area. Although several of them have featured in important regional exhibitions such as Black Skin/Bluecoat at the Bluecoat Gallery, Liverpool and Into the Open at the Mappin Art Gallery, Sheffield this is the first time any of the artists have been shown in Scotland. From Two Worlds has been organised by the Whitechapel Art Gallery and selected with the assistance of Sonia Boyce, Gavin Jantjes and Veronica Ryan.  
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