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Last year Dan Graham (b. 1942 Urbana, Illinois) designed a ‘travelling Videotheque’. It is a free-standing design of glass and mirror screens, around which are arranged couches and cushions for visitors to sit on while watching a selection of videotapes.

The tapes play continuously in two different programmes: one the ‘popular’ channel includes rock videos by Sonic Youth and Husker Dü and short artist’s tapes by David Askevold, Judith Barry and Dara Birnbaum. The other ‘didactic’ channel shows interviews and performances by Dan Graham, with comparative material such as an interview with the philosopher Michel Foucault and Andy Warhol’s appearance of the TV show Love Boat. 

The installation was produced by Chris Dercon for the Office of Ability and Desire, Brussels and is sponsored by Glaverbel NV, Belgium. In addition, a model of Dan Graham’s proposed Cinema will be shown, an unrealised project which is also concerned with Graham’s constant subjects, architecture and signs, public and private domains, the links between art and popular culture. 
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John Chamberlain (b.1927 Rochester, Indiana) has had an enduring influence since he first exhibited in the 1950’s. At first his work was seen as a sculptural contribution to the gestural abstraction associated with American painters Franz Kline and Willem de Kooning. Chamberlain restored colour and volume to the language of modern sculpture, using crushed and tested automobile body parts assembled in tightly-fitting forms. 

Following experiments with other materials such as foam rubber, melted plexiglass and aluminium foil, Chamberlain has returned in the last decade to painted and chromium-plated steel. In his recent work, shown here, which ranges in size from the monumental to small pieces called Tonks made from children’s toys, the sprayed enamel paint has become increasingly glowing and colourful. 

Interest in Chamberlain’s work among younger artists has become increasingly marked in the 1980’s, with widespread use being made by artists of found urban detritus, complex forms and strong colour. This exhibition of work from the last five years has been arranged with the help of the Fabian Carlsson Gallery, London. 
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