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Christopher Le Brun

Lower Gallery

Christopher Le Brun’s paintings have attracted much attention in Britain and abroad since he first exhibited in London in 1979. His work is large in scale, rich in colour and vigorous in handling. He has become one of the few British artists of the younger generation to have participated in major international exhibitions such as Zeitgeist in Berlin in 1982 and the Venice Biennale in 1984.

The imagery of the paintings characteristically includes references to romantic landscapes. Mythological figures and horses also appear frequently. But there is a constant play between these figurative elements and an abstract approach to painting, so that that the subdivision of the canvas or the interplay of horizontal and vertical brushstrokes become important to the overall impact of the painting. The exhibition concentrates on Le Brun’s recent paintings completed in the last two years, which includes a number of works in which the shadow or ‘double’ of a human figure or horse gives a dark psychological undertone to the painting.

This exhibition is Christopher Le Brun’s first one-man public exhibition. It has been organised by The Fruitmarket Gallery and will tour to the Arnolfini Gallery (Bristol) and the Kunsthalle (Basle, Switzerland). 

Andrew Walker

Upper Gallery

Andrew Walker is a young Scottish artist, born in Aberdeen, who has been working in London for the last two years. He last showed his work in Edinburgh at the New 57 Gallery and has recently exhibited in The British Art Show, which came to Edinburgh last January and in a mixed exhibition at Riverside Studios. He has been working since early last year, however, on new paintings for this exhibition, his first one-man show in a public gallery. 

Since Andrew Walker was at Edinburgh College of Art his work has been marked by a vivid and intense use of colour and a personal use of religious imagery, reinterpreted in terms of modern life. A painting such as Christ at Brixton, for instance, arises directly out of the artist’s response to inner-city life. The formal arrangement of the paintings is very carefully considered and is often reminiscent of stained glass or the kind of religious painting such as the wooden ceiling at Grantully, Perthshire, which dates from 1636.

Walker is beginning to develop a reputation as one of the most individual of the younger generation of Scottish painters. 
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