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Bernhard Prinz

This exhibition introduces to Britain the work of the young German sculptor, Bernhard Prinz (b. 1953 Furth, Bayern). It consists of highly dramatic compositions which juxtapose large-scale wooden sculptures reminiscent of architectural archetypes with monumental colour photographs. These photographs feature models frozen into enigmatic gestures and carrying small ritual offerings often recalling the large architectural objects. Clearly the models are personifications of ideas rather than portraits of individuals.  These ensembles festooned with vessels, plinths and drapes suggest a kaleidoscope of art historical references: Renaissance portraits, memento moris, still-lifes, allegories and metaphysical interpretations of geometry and architecture. Prinz combines these with references to the glossy style of fashion photography and film stills to reinvest the traditional genre of allegory with contemporary meaning.

The exhibition is organised by The Serpentine Gallery, London. It will continue to the Orchard Gallery, Derry in 1989.

Aenne Biermann: Photographs 1925-33

Aenne Biermann was born in the Lower Rhine town of Goch in 1898. initially a musician, her first photographs, taken in the 1920’s, were portraits of her children. Self-taught, Biermann’s work shows a close affinity with the New Objectivity of the period. Her favourite subjects were everyday objects, plants, landscapes and portraits. By the late 1920’s her work was beginning to gain her recognition as one of the most significant photographers of the Weimar period.

Aenne Biermann died in 1933 after a long illness. In 1939 her husband fled from the Nazis, escaping to Palestine by way of Italy. His wife’s photographic archive, sent on after him, was confiscated in Trieste and has never been recovered. 

Following extensive research, the Museum Folkwang in Essen has succeeded in bringing to light more than 240 of Aenne Biermann’s works. This exhibition, which has previously been seen on tour in Germany, comprises 120 photographs, plus additional documentation. It has already been shown at the Goethe-Institut, London. This will be its only showing in Scotland.
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