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The work of the Dutch painter Armando (b.1929), while gaining a growing reputation in Europe over the last decade, has remained largely unfamiliar to British audiences. This, his first exhibition in Britain, consists of a comprehensive selection of paintings, drawings and films spanning a period of over thirty years.

Armando’s youthful experience of the German occupation of Holland during the last war has had a profound effect on his work as an artist. During this period he lived near a concentration camp at Amersfoort in central Holland where the systematic maltreatment of prisoners was painfully familiar to the local population.

The issue of war and humanity’s propensity for conflict has been the dominant theme throughout much of Armando’s career. He does not treat the subject in a concrete or narrative way but rather alludes to his theme through metaphor and the formal process of painting itself. Conflict and confrontation are enacted on the surface of the canvas, the impastoed paint almost becoming a substitute for the antagonistic combatants in war.  Armando restricts his palette to mainly black and white, emphasising the polarisation which conflict brings. 

Landscape is an important symbol for the artist, retaining for him an indelible trace of the suffering and violence which has occurred there.  The silent beauty of these places, unaffected by the events of history, affronts the memory of those who perished there. The old certitude which implicitly links goodness with beauty is severely undermined. His paintings of ‘guilty landscapes’ are intensely wrought images conveying a profound sense of desolation and loss. Armando’s work reminds us, by very direct and forceful means, of a fundamental aspect of human nature which perhaps we would prefer to disavow.

In addition to paintings and drawings Armando has also produced a substantial body of literature, comprising poetry, narratives, journalism and scripts for television and the theatre. The latter includes Herenleed (Gentleman’s Sorrow), an acclaimed satirical series for Dutch television, in which Armando portrays one of the main characters.
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