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Dutch art in the twentieth Century is often characterised as a rational enquiry into the nature of reality, conditioned by the country’s austere Calvinist tradition. As with all generalisations this offers only a partial view and obscures a much more interesting cultural situation. While an aptitude for the subtle modulation of colour and tone is apparent in the work of some of the included artists, the exhibition demonstrates the diverse and challenging range of concerns being explored in contemporary art from The Netherlands. The exhibition introduces to Scotland the works of artists Marlene Dumas, Alexander Schabracq, Rob Scholte, Han Schuil, Peer Venemen and Henk Visch, all of whom are aged between 25 and 35 years.

Three artists are featured in the Lower Gallery. Henk Visch’s sculptures have a deceptive simplicity of form: circles, elipses and lines are used to poetic effect allowing the space around the works to emerge as a key element. The works give the illusion of lacking weight and volume and may literally be suspended in the air. Peer Veneman’s work takes a sidelong glance at minimal art, inventing its own hybrid sculptural language. Tensions are created between pristine colours, industrial surfaces and traditional materials. Similarly, hard-edged geometric shapes are juxtaposed with freer organic forms. In Han Schuil’s work it is the interaction of colour and form which creates an enigma. Each element has equal status and yet is disrupted. Discordant colours are set against one another to form their own shapes, abstract forms overlap and intervene. The material itself masquerades as both colour and shape and the viewer is left uncertain: painting or sculpture?

Media advertising, films and art history are among the sources for images in the paintings of Rob Scholte in the Upper Gallery. He employs them to subvert the mass media’s presentation of our culture and uses visual trickery to create witty jokes and parodies. The work of Marlene Dumas is also featured in the Upper Gallery. Placed in sinister, fairy-tale settings Dumas’ vulnerable portraits and nudes are exposed to public scrutiny. Their anonymity transforms the works into a more universal commentary on the nature of personal identity. The exhibition is completed by a sculpture on the Gallery’s roof by Alexander Schabracq. Schabracq’s work, specially created for this exhibition, employs irony and humour to comment on sculptural tradition. The cube, a typical form of the 1970’s, is irreverently exposed to reveal its framework and makes a statement about the use of sculptural space in the 1980’s.

This exhibition has been co-organised with the Contemporary Art Foundation, Amsterdam. It is supported by the Ministry of Culture of The Netherlands and The Foundation for Visual Arts, Design and Architecture.
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